THE

PUKIC WAS

to cross the Adriatic, not so much for the purpose of advancing their own

dominion as to render a service to all who frequented these seas for the pur-

poses of traffic.   The far side of the Adriatic, then called Illyricuin, consists

of a narrow ledge of coast land flanked by parallel mountain chains.    Many

islands appear off the shore, and several large creeks afford safe anchorage

for ships.   These natural advantages made the lllyrians of the coast skilful

seamen.   Their light barks (lembi) issued from behind the islands or out of

the creeks, and practised piracy on their neighbours.

Their main stronghold was Scodra (Scutari).   In 231

B.C., Teuta, a woman of bold and masculine spirit, be-

came chief of this piratical race during the infancy of

her son Pinnes, and in 230 B.C. had made herself supreme

over all the islands except Issa, which she blockaded in

person in that year.   The senate had not hitherto found

leisure to check the progress of these pirates.   But in

the year just named, they sent C. and L. Coruncanius

as envoys to remonstrate with Teuta,   But Teuta was

little disposed to listen to remonstrance.   It was not,

she said, customary for the chiefs of Illyricum to pre-

vent their subjects from making use of the sea.   The

younger Coruncanius, indignant at this avowal of na-

tional piracy, replied that if such were the institutions of

the lUyrians, the Romans would lose no time in helping

her to mend them.   Exasperated by this sarcasm, Teuta

ordered the envoys to be pursued and the younger one

to be put to death.    The Romans at once declared war

against the Illyrians.

After the surrender of Issa, the Illyrian queen
pursued her success by the capture not only of
Dyrrhachiuin, but also of Corcyra; and Deme-
trius, a clever and unscrupulous Greek of Pharos
(a place on the coast of upper Ulyricum), the
chief counsellor of Teuta, was made governor of
this famous island. The Epirots now sent ambas-
sadors to crave protection from Rome 5 and the
senate gladly took advantage of this opening.
Early in the next spring both consuls appeared
at Corcyra witih a powerful fleet and army. De-
metrius quickly discerned to which side fortune
would incline, and surrendered Corcyra to the
Romans without a blow. This treachery para-
lysed Teuta's spirit ; and Demetrius enabled the Roman commanders to over-
power her forces with little trouble. She was obliged to surrender the greater
part of her dominions to the traitor, who now became chief of Corcyra and
southern illyricum, under the protection of Rome. The Ulyrioiift were not to
appear south of Lissus with more than two barks at a time.

The suppression of IHyrian piracy was even more advantageous to the
commerce of Greece than that of Rome. The leading men of tae senate
began, even at this time, to show a strong disposition to win the good
opinion of the Greeks, who, degenerate as they were, were still held to
be the centre of civilisation ana the dispensers of fame. Postumius the
consul, therefore, sent envoys to various Greek states to explain the appear-
ance of a Roman force in those quarters. They were received with-
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